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Key vocabulary

	Biodiversity
	The wide range of living things on
 the Earth.

	Country
	A nation with its own Government

	Continent
	The world’s main continuous pieces 
of land, e.g. Africa, Asia, Europe

	Climate
	The weather and temperature usually found in an area 
over a long period of time

	Deforestation
	The action of clearing a wide area 
of trees.

	Ecosystem
	A community of plants and animals 
That depend upon each other to 
Survive.

	Habitat
	The natural home or environment of 
An animal, plant or organism.

	Humid
	Having a high level of moisture in 
The air

	Interdependent
	When or more people or things rely
on each other.

	Rainforest
	A dense forest, normally found in 
Tropical areas with high rainfall.
Generating much of the world’s
Oxygen.

	
	


Skills
Locate the Equator on a map, atlas and globe and draw conclusions about the climates of countries on the Equator and on the tropics.
Ask questions e.g. what is this landscape like? What is life like there? Use and explain the term ‘climate zone’
Identify the different climate zones. 
Ask questions and find out what affects the climate.
Children to ask questions about global warming. 
Discover the cause of global warming and research the implications.  Reach reasoned and informed solutions and discuss the consequences for the future
· 


Key knowledge or ideas
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People or places
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Agreed real life outcome
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Diagrams or maps
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Causes of Deforestation

Impact of Deforestation

To clear space for farming: growing crops (e.g.

soya beans & palm oil) and space cattle to
generate cheap beef.

‘An area the size of 20 football pitches is
destroyed every 60 seconds.

Chopping down trees for wood.

J of the tropical rainforests we had are
gone.

To build roads to mine for metals, gold &
diamonds.

28,000 species of animals are expected to
become extinct in the next 25 years.

7o dig for oil.

Local people’s homes are destroyed.

To flood areas to make dams & generate
electricity.

Levels of carbon dioxide in the air are
increasing and oxygen is decreasing.
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Location, Layers and features

Emergent | Giant tress that enjoy the most sun but
Layer high winds & cold.

4 | canopy Dense layer of trees overlapping each
other. Home to most animals in
rainforests

5 | Understory | Relatively dark, open area below the
canopy.

6 | Undergrowth | Also known as the forest floor, mainly
consisting of fallen leaves, fruit etc. that
decomposes as food for trees,

7 [Flora& Flora = Plants; Fauna = Animals.

Fauna

8 | Nocturnal | Animal that comes out at night. Sleeps
during the day.

9 | Camoufiage | Blending in to hide in the natural
environment.

10 | Mimicry ‘Copying the look, sound or behaviour of

something.
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Interesting facts

Rainforests cover approximately 6% of the Earth’s surface
by contain more than % of the world's plants. About 0% of
organisms are found in the canopy.

‘About 30 million species of plants and animals live in
tropical rainforests.

There are two types of rainforests — Tropical and
Temperate. Tropical rainforests are generally warmer than
temperate ones.

Many things we have in our homes come from rainforests
including: chocolate, sugar, rubber, bamboo and many
medicines.





