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Phonics Policy 

 

Coates Primary School follow the Read Write Inc (RWI) phonics programme, which is 

a systematic synthetic approach to phonics. Children learn the sounds and the letter, or 

groups of letters that represent the different speech sounds within the English language. 

These are split into 3 Sets of sounds:  

 

 

 

The Set 1 sounds include rhymes to help the children develop their letter formation and 

the Set 2 and 3 sounds have simple mnemonics to help all children grasp the letter-

sound correspondences quickly. Sounds are taught and consolidated every day. High 

frequency words that are not phonically regular are called ôRed wordsõ and are 

explicitly taught and practised frequently.  

 

Delivery of teaching of phonics 

 

At Coates Primary School, RWI phonics is taught throughout Reception and KS1, and 

also as interventions for identified children in KS2 using Fresh Start RWI.  

 

¶ In KS1 it is delivered as a discrete session, which is taught 4 times a week. 

¶ Pupils are organised into differentiated groups within the key stage so that 

targeted sessions are delivered based on the level the children are working at. 

¶ The phonics session is delivered as a two part  session which consists of: 

1. 10 minute speed sound session 

2. 30 minute book session using a phonically decodable text.  

¶ All sessions follow the format above and are repetitive in structure and 

organisation so that children can focus on learning and applying the sounds that 

are being covered. 

  

Speed Sound Session 

Speed sound sessions incorporate the following aspects:  

1. Say the sound 

2. Read the sound 

3. Review the sounds (new sound with sounds that have been taught previously). 

 

Word time : 

1. Read the words (with the new sound)  

2. Review the words 

3. Reading assessment (nonsense words) 

4. Spell words with Fred fingers 

5. Spell review 

6. Final challenge 


